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beginning in 1166. Through the enforcement of these regulations, significant
income was possible. A forest eyre brought in £2,000 on average (Warren,
1987). The income from forest fines contributed a significant amount to the
bottom line, so enforcement was profitable. Along with strict enforcement
came an element of conservation.

For the church leaders, the presence of the forest law directly affected their
ability to manage their environment and extract its resources. The English
forest law was more than an administrative system built to levy fines and taxes.
For the ecclesiastics, the forest system acted as a set of environmental laws that
sustained resources for the long term. Within the forest law, the church had
acquired usufruct privileges throughout the realm and others had been
excluded from such use. By advocating the continuation of the law, the writers
of the protest letter recognized the sustainable nature of the forest resource
through English forest law.
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